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[rnclosure.] 
Report of infections diseases in Japan from November 18 to December 8, 1898. 
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a No report. 

Infectious diseases in Japan in 1895, and measures proposed by the central 

sanitary bureau. 

[Compiled in this Bureau from the report of the central sanitary bureau of the Impe- 
rial Japanese Government, 1895.] . 

The total number of cases of infectious disease in Japan during the 
year 1895 was 152,443, of which 64,856 proved fatal, showing a ratio of 
43.54 deaths per 100 cases. When compared with the preceding year-, 
the number of cases had decreased by 57,775, while the number of 
deaths had increased by 14,116. This decrease of cases is attributable 
to the fact that there was no epidemic of dysentery, which had been 
very prevalent in the preceding year, and the increase of deaths to the 
fact that there was a great prevalence of cholera. The details relating 
to each of the six infectious diseases are given as follows : 

Cholera.— During the months of February and March of the year 1895 
it was reported that some cases of diarrhea had appeared in the Japan- 
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ese army fighting in China just at the time when they captured the bay 
of Ikaiyei, but no official report was made, and there were no means of 
ascertaining whether they were really of an infectious nature. It is 
historically true, however, that epidemic diseases almost inevitably fol- 
low war, and it was considered necessary to institute preventive meas- 
ures. While preparations to meet a possible emergency were in prog- 
ress it was reported on March 19 that some cases of cholera had appeared 
at the port of Moji, in Fukuoka Ken. A counselor of the home depart- 
ment was immediately sent to Hiroshima to consult with the superin- 
tendent of barracks sanitation and with the vice minister of the army. 
Deputies from the department were also sent to the two Ken of Yama- 
guchi and Fukuoka for consultation with the governor as to preventive 
measures and for investigation of the disease. 

On March 28 a report was received that a few cases of cholera had 
appeared in the port of Ujina, in Hiroshima Ken, and also among the 
Japanese troops stationed in Kiushu (China) and on Hoko Island. In 
spite of strict enforcement of the quarantine regulations by the depart- 
ment of the army and the careful execution of preventive measures at 
home by the home department, cholera penetrated into the country, 
and spread so rapidly as to cause more than 55,000 cases and 40,000 
deaths. The spread of the disease was greatly facilitated by the move- 
ments of troops returning from China and by the increase in the means 
of railway communication throughout the country. That it did not 
cause a more severe epidemic was undoubtedly due to the quarantine 
measures enforced at the ports and the preventive measures carried out 
within the country. 

The distribution of cases and deaths was as follows : 



Prefectures. 



Cases. 



Deaths. 



Osaka 

Hiroshima. 

Hiogo 

Toyama 

Tokyo 

Okayama .. 

Kagawa 

Miyagi 

Fukuoka .. 

Total 



7,195 


5,564 


3,910 


2,957 


3,662 


2,822 


4, 351 


2,697 


3,424 


2,597 


2,941 


2,004 


2,323 


1,503 


2,238 


1,595 


2,138 


1,464 



The other prefectures in which there were more than 1,000 cases each 
were Kioto, Nagasaki, Ibaraki, Yamagata, Tottori, Yamaguchi, Ehime, 
and Kochi. 

Enteric fever.— The total number of cases of enteric fever during the 
year 1895 was 37,015; of which 8,401 proved fatal, showing an increase 
of 348 in the number of cases and 347 in the number of deaths. 

The distribution of cases and deaths was as foJlows : 



Prefectures. 


Cases. 


Deaths. 


Gifu 


1,867 
1,830 
1,598 
1,585 
1,526 


















434 








Total 


8,406 
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The other prefectures in which there were more than 1,000 cases in 
each were Gumma, Hiogo, Saitama, Chiba, Tochigi, Aichi, Shidzuoka, 
Fukushima, Yamagata, and Kagawa. 

Dysentery. — The number of cases of dysentery in 1895 greatly de- 
creased. There were only 52,711 cases in all, of which 12,959 proved 
fatal, while in the two preceding years there were between 150,000 and 
160,000 cases. The distribution of cases and deaths in 1895 was as fol- 
lows : 



Prefectures. 


Cases. 


Deaths. 




4,421 
3,882 
2,597 
2,394 
2,341 
2,320 
2,278 


826 




684 




446 




679 




709 




455 




744 










20, 233 


4,543 







The other prefectures which had more than 1,000 cases each were 
Osaka, Hiogo, Aichi, Shidzuoka, Shiga, Gifu, Akita, Pukui, Ishikawa, 
Toyama, Yamaguchi. Tokushima, Kagawa, Ehime, Kochi, and Miyazaki, 

Diphtheria. — Diphtheria had hitherto shown an annual increase, but 
its virulence suddenly abated in 1895. There were 6,100 cases in the 
whole country, of which 3,025 proved fatal, showing an increase of 792 
in the number of cases and 122 in the number of deaths as compared 
with the preceding year. In spite of the increase in the number of 
cases the death rate has greatly decreased. The number of deaths per 
100 cases was 54.69 per cent in 1894 and in 1895 only 49.59 per cent. 
The greatest decrease in the death rate was in Tokyo, where in 1894 
the rate was 56.16 per cent, and in 1895, 28.91 per cent, a decrease of 
nearly 50 per cent. 

The distribution of cases and deaths was as follows : 



Prefectures 



Deaths. 




Tokyo 

Shidzuoka.. 

Ehime 

Hiogo 

Iwate 

Osaka 

Kioto 

Miye 

Total . 



The other prefectures having more than 100 cases in each were; 
Kanagawa, Niigata, Gumma, Shiga, Gifu, Nagano, Miyagi, Fukuoka, 
Awomori, Akita, Okayama, Fukushima, and Hokkaido. 

The decrease in the death rate as above mentioned should be attributed 
to the efficiency of the treatment by means of serum. 

Typhus fever.— -The total number of cases of typhus fever was 186, of 
which 49 proved fatal, showing an increase of 47 in the number of 
cases, and 16 in the number of deaths, as compared with the preceding 
year. The prefecture which had the greatest number of cases was 
Hiogo, where more than one-third of the total number of cases occurred. 
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Smallpox. — The virulence of this disease greatly decreased during the 
year 1895, the number of cases in that year being about one-half of that 
of the preceding year. The prefectures in which the disease prevailed 
more or less were two Ken only, viz, Chiba and Yamanashi, where there 
were rather more than 400 cases, while no other prefecture had more 
than 100 cases. 

Quarantine operations. 





9, 00 <o 
-fi EL 3 

111 


Number of- ships inspected. 




Ports. 


Japanese ships. 


Foreign ships. 


Total. 




Disinfected. 


Inspected. 


Disinfected. 


Inspected. 






a 262 
252 
252 
252 


17 
20 
31 

48 


25 
142 

65 
431 


5 
2 
2 
1 


5 
58 
33 
19 


52 




222 




131 




499 










116 


663 


10 


115 


904 









a April 10 to December 17. 

Treatment of cholera and dysentery — Proposed investigation. — On Febru- 
ary 5 instructions were given to the sanitary society of Japan that the 
causes of dysentery, as well as the measures relating to its treatment, 
should be investigated in the institution for the investigation of epi- 
demic diseases and the results reported. Similar instructions were 
issued for the investigation of cholera. 

Advancement of bacteriological education. — On April 17 a message was 
forwarded by the director of the central sanitary bureau to every fu 
and ken respecting the advancement of bacteriological education and 
its importance to national sanitation. At the institution for the inves- 
tigation of epidemic diseases, a special regulation had been made in 
1894, by which 5 or 6 students were allowed to enter on a term of 
instruction, and the number was now increased to 20, for the purpose 
of disseminating bacteriological knowledge. 

Vaccination. — The first essential in vaccination is to obtain a supply 
of pure lymph. The manufacture of lymph has been much abused, and 
its quality has deteriorated steadily since it has been left in the hands 
of private individuals. It is, therefore, advisable that it should be pre- 
pared at a national establishment, where its quality may be actually 
tested and examined. A resolution was, therefore, formulated relating 
to the establishment of a national vaccine farm. This was presented 
to the cabinet on November 22. 

Serum therapy. — The efficiency of the treatment of diphtheria with 
serum has been widely acknowledged, but the home manufacture of 
serum is becoming more and more abused and the imported article is 
less efficient, though very high in price. Diphtheria is, however, 
spreading yearly, and the demand for serum has greatly increased. It 
is, therefore, considered necessary to establish a serum institute at the 
national expense. A resolution to that effect was presented to the diet 
on December 7, 1895. 

Examinations for the practice of medicine. — The examinations for med- 
ical practitioners were held in Tokyo, Kioto, and Nagasaki. The total 
number of candidates for the primary examination was 2,636, of whom 
227 passed ; 1,518 for the final examination, of whom 263 passed, and 
156 for examination in dentistry, of whom 22 passed. 
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Number of cases and deaths of infectious diseases during the ten years from 1886 to 1895, 

inclusive. 



Year. 


Cholera. 


Knteric fever. 


Dysentery. 


Diphtheria. 


Cases. 


Deaths. 


Cases. 


Deaths. 


Cases. 


Deaths. 


Cases. 


Deaths. 


1886 


155,923 

1,228 

811 

751 

46,019 

11,142 

874 

633 

546 

55,144 


108,405 
654 
460 
431 

35,227 

7,760 

497 

364 

314 

40,154 


66,224 
47,449 
43,600 
35,849 
34,736 
43,967 
35,636 
34,069 
36,667 
37,015 


13,807 
9,813 
9,211 
8,623 
8,464 
9,614 
8,529 
8,183 
8,054 
8,401 


24,326 
16,149 
26,815 
22, 873 
42,633 
46,358 
70,842 
167,305 
155,140 
52,711 


6,839 
4,257 
6,576 
5,970 
8,706 
11,208 
16,844 
41,282 
38,094 
12, 959 


3,265 
2,741 
2,582 
2,669 
2,448 
3,429 
4,359 
5,726 
5,308 
6,100 


1,465 


1887 


1,429 


1888 


1,450 


1889 


1,495 


1890. 


1,438 


1891 


1,974 


1892 


2,531 


1893 


3,205 


1894 


2,903 


1895 


3,025 






Total 


273,071 


194,266 


415,212 


92,699 


625,152 


152,735 


38,627 


20,915 








27.307 


19,427 


41, 521 


9,270 


62,515 


15,274 


3,863 


2,092 








ar. 




Typhus fever. 


Smallpox. 


Grand total. 


Ye 


Cases. 


Deaths. 


Cases. 


Deaths. 


Cases. 


Deaths. 




8,225 

2,487 

1,131 

300 

251 

1,194 

281 

228 

139 

186 


1,577 

448 

207 

88 

67 

203 

62 

56 

33 

49 


73,337 
39,779 

4,052 

1,324 
296 

3,608 
33,779 
41,898 
12, 418 

1,287 


18,676 

9,967 

853 

328 

25 

721 

8,409 

11,852 

3,342 

268 


331,300 
109,833 
78,991 
63,766 
126,383 
109,698 
145,771 
249,859 
210, 218 
152, 443 


150,769 




26,568 




18,757 




16,935 




53,927 




31,480 




36,872 


1893 


64,942 




52,740 




64,856 












14.422 


2,790 


211.778 


54,441 


1,578,262 


517,846 




1,442 


279 


21, 178 


5,444 


157,826 


51,785 







Satio of deaths from infectious diseases during the ten years from 1886 to 1895, inclusive. 


Year. 


Cholera. 


Enteric 
fever. 


Dysen- 
tery. 


Diph- 
theria. 


Typhus 
fever. 


Small- 
pox. 


Total. 




69.52 
53.26 
56.72 
57.39 
76.55 
69.65 
56.86 
57.50 
57.51 
72.82 


20.85 
20.68 
21.13 
24.05 
24.37 
21.87 
23.93 
24.02 
21.97 
22.70 


28.11 
26.36 
24.52 
26.10 
20.42 
24.18 
23.78 
24.67 
24.56 
24.59 


44.87 
52.13 
56.16 
56.01 
58.74 
57.57 
58.06 
55.97 
54.69 
49.59 


19.17 
18.01 
18.30 
29.33 
26.69 
17.00 
22.06 
24.56 
23.74 
26.34 


25.47 
25.06 
21.05 
24.77 
8.45 
19.98 
24.89 
28.29 
26.91 
20.82 


45.51 




24.19 


1888 


23.75 


1889 


26.56 




42.67 




28.70 




25.29 




25.99 




25.09 




42.54 




62.78 


22.56 


24.73 


54.38 


22.52 


22.57 


31.03 







WEST INDIES. 

Sanitary report from Guadeloupe. 

Consulate op the United States, 

Guadeloupe, West Indies, December S, 1898. 
Sir : I have the honor to request that a supply of blank forms and 
addressed envelopes be sent to me to enable me to comply with the 
instructions of Department Circular of October 31, " Weekly Sanitary 
Eeports." . 

There is no regular publication of vital statistics in this colony, but 
statements of births, deaths, and marriages are published, irregularly, 
in the local newspapers. 



